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Analysis of health care reforms in Ukraine:  
from gaining independence to the present 

 
V.M. Lehan, L.V. Kryachkova, M.I. Zayarsky 

SE “Dnepropetrovsk Medical Academy  
of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine”, Dnipro, Ukraine 

 
Purpose. Analysis of health system reform in Ukraine 

during 1991–2018 years with the periodization of 
transformations, depending on the content of the reforms at 
different times and identifying factors that adversely affect the 
pace and results of the transformation. 

Materials and methods. Normative legal acts related to 
the reform of the health care system of Ukraine at various 
stages used as the materials of the research. The historical, 
analytical and bibliosemantic methods were used in the course 
of study. 

Results. Four stages of development of the health care 
system in Ukraine are highlighted after the country became 
independent. The first stage (1991–2000) – there were hardly 
any reforms in the field of the healthcare. At the second stage 
(2000–2010), major lines and mechanisms of the healthcare 
sector reform have been identified. At the third stage (2010–
2013), a large-scale reform of the healthcare system was 
implemented in pilot regions. The fourth (current) phase 
(starting from 2014 to the present) is the beginning of a 
comprehensive health care system reform, focusing on the 
transformation of health financing (pooling of funds, 
contractual relationship between the payer and the provider, 
the use of effective methods of paying for health servicess). 

Conclusions. Real reforms of the health care system in 
Ukraine began with a great delay compared to other post-
Soviet countries – almost two decades after the proclamation 
of independence. The reforms that have begun are 
characterized by inadequate consistency and continuity, and 
are fragmented, largely due to the political context; the lack of 
an approved reform strategy that takes into account existing 
and potential risks in the implementation of changes; the 
existence of significant gaps in the legal and regulatory support 
for reforms, especially their harmonization with constitutional 
norms, as well as the lack of trained specialists in the 
management of health care changes. 
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