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Knumenko I.M., Toxyn I.1.

JIHIiNpPOBCHKUH JepPKABHUI MeIUYHHUI YHIBEPCUTET

DISTANCE LEARNING OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE

The choice of educational strategy is essential to any teaching course. The
demands of a foreign language course is not an exception. The system of distance
learning consists of a set of software, methodical and organizational measures that
allow teachers to develop individual and group programs according to the educational
standards, provides the opportunity to test knowledge via the Internet. Use of on-line
technologies introduces new possibilities into educational process, namely: quick
transfer of tasks to students; developing technical and soft skills; choice of different
sources of information, etc. The control of special on-line course is accomplished
through on-line tests of various types and levels of difficulty. Each task should be
assessed separately. Final control should be exercised after passing the course and
obtaining a positive result.

Communication is one of the goals and a means of distance learning. The most
complicated task when studying on-line is to offer the student the opportunity to
communicate with the teacher who conducts the course of study. The character of
communication should be taken into account. Communication is always a computer-
mediated one, it lacks face-to face contact and personal one which invites live
individual and group classes offered as a closing part of the language course.

The social aspect of electronic communication should be taken into account as
well. It helps to turn learning into an exciting experience: joining the interest groups,
getting in touch with the people, offering big areas for interpersonal and international
cooperation at all levels. The impact of the Internet-based distance learning on
education in general and language education, in particular, cannot be overestimated,
but demands further investigation of electronic communication at social, pedagogic

and linguistic levels.
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